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AMENDMENT TO THE ABSTRACT 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A method of determining the component words of a compound word is disclosed. The 
method identifies the component words, by comparing the word with a list of words found in a 
lexicon. If the word is not found in the lexicon the method proceeds to analyze the word on a 
character-by-character basis. After each character the method identifies any potential matches to 
the selected characters in the lexicon. If a match is found, it is added to a hypothesis trace in a 
lattice. Next, the method checks to see whether the remaining characters form a valid entry in the 
lexicon, and whether the entry is an-allowed to be a final segment. All e ncount e r e d compon e nt 
words ar e e nt e r e d into th e lattice, thus cr e ating possibly mor e than on e hypothesis path. Som e 
paths may b e r e nd e r e d invalid, if th e y don't contain th e r e quir e d "segl" annotation for non final 
s e gm e nts or had encount e r e d an "anti seg" bit for pr e sumed final s e gm e nt. The output can b e 
rank e d if mor e than on e valid segm e ntation is found. Th e m e thod can also corr e ct sp e lling e rrors 
du e to incorr e ct compounding. 


